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President’s Message
Hello again!
Another summer has come and gone, every year it seems to go by faster. The
holidays will be here before we know it!
Our Annual Meeting was held at the Boy Scout Camp Cowles at the end of July.
Thanks to our fabulous FDLWF board members, the meeting was a great success. I
heard many comments that it was the best annual meeting that people have
ever attended!
Another success we are excited about is the progress we have made on our Boat
Launch Project. Volunteers from Diamond Lake have been working on this idea for
nearly ten years. We now have approval from the Department of Fish and Wildlife to
pursue creating a site for Clean Boat/Clean Water inspection. We are hoping to
receive enough donations this year to make this a reality in 2018. This is a large
project to undertake. It will be a long term solution to help prevent quagga
or zebra mussels from entering our lake. We have sent a SASE to each household on
the lake to make it easy to send us a donation by mail.
This was a particularly long and hot summer, giving us plenty of time to enjoy our
beautiful lake. You may have noticed that even though it was an extremely dry
summer the lake is still fairly high for this time of year. This is partly because we have
a generally high water table in the area, but mostly due to the fact that the Diamond
Lake outlet ditch is not flowing. There are noxious weeds (mostly
Canary Reed Grass) clogging the ditch. We as a board have been working hard on
solutions to this problem. Please take a look at the photos of the weeds at the
culvert that we have included in this newsletter. We hope to be able to address the
problem early in 2018.
Thank you again to all who have supported us in the past and who support us
currently. I ask you to remember that each and every project we undertake is only
possible with your support. Again, all donations are tax deductible.
Please take the time to thank your board members for volunteering their time and
effort to keeping your lake clear and clean. Come and volunteer with us!
Have a great holiday season!
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Fish Pen
The Foundation is looking for
new volunteers to work with
the setting up of the pen,
and the feeding schedule
for the fish.
Bob Quaintance has been
the primary founder and
coordinator of the fish pen
all these years.
**Contact us through the
website if you are interested
in working with our Diamond
Lake Foundation to keep
the fish pen functioning well.

Julia Craze
President FDLWF
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The North
Drainage
Ditch 2017

Did You Know
Diamond Lake
is a Kettle
Lake?
March

A kettle lake/pond is a shallow depression left behind
after glaciers recede. They
are formed as a result of
blocks of ice calving or falling off of the glaciers and
becoming submerged in the
sediment plain. As they melt
they leave a lake or pond.
These type of formations do
not have natural inlets or
outlets, but are natural wells
fed by ground water.

April

May
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Dave Klutz of Lakeland
Restoration Services LLC ,
treated our lake this September
for invasive species following a
coordinated survey done by
volunteers who were diving,
snorkeling, and scouting the
lake shoreline.

July
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Continued
Concern
Regarding
High Water………
Ditch remains at a
high level and
over growth
impedes flow out
of Diamond lake

Mission
Statement

August

September

The vision of the
FRIENDS OF DIAMOND
LAKE WASHINGTON
FOUNDATION is to ensure
that Diamond Lake remains
one of the cleanest and most
beautiful lakes in Washington
State.
We aim to have a crystal clear
lake, to protect watersheds
that support native plants,
forests and abundant wildlife,
to have an active and informed
community of residents and
visitors who act as stewards for
the lake, to have a community
that harmonizes with the
natural environment, and to
provide outdoor recreational
opportunities now and into
the future. We strive to
protect and preserve the
water and enhance the
quality of life on Diamond
Lake.

October
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Hello Diamond Lake Resident,
All of our boats and summer things are tucked away and the lake is like
a mirror reflecting the changing seasons. As the snow starts to fall and our
focus turns indoors, we would like to let you know about some projects that
directly impact our beautiful lake, including lake activities and property
values.
The following is a serious situation - please take the time to read our
letter and visit invasivespecieswa.gov to learn more. When you hear about
aquatic invasive species, (AIS), it may seem like a foreign or improbable
thing. In actuality, we already have Eurasion milfoil in our lake, along with
reed canary grass and yellow flag iris. All three of these are containable
with annual surveys and treatments.
We have been treating our lake for 10 consecutive years with excellent
results. These are not paid for by State or County government, they are
paid for by your donations. (Cost to us for each treatment - $8,000 to
$12,000)
The invasive species that we are now especially concerned about are zebra
and quagga mussels. If these mussels enter a body of water the results are
devastating. They are not here yet, but they are only a days drive away.
Volunteers representing Diamond Lake have been trying for years to get
the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to grant us
permission to create a clean boat inspection site equipped with
facilities that would support a seasonal host to inspect watercraft. The
great news? We are almost there! We are waiting for one more site
approval from Olympia.
The other news? We need to raise approximately $25,000 for this
project to become a reality. (Please see table page 6) We would be the first
lake in the state to have a clean boat/clean water inspection.
Additionally, we need approximately $5,500 in donations to be able to
continue with our annual treatment of containable AIS. Skipping even one
year is problematic - just ask residents of Sacheen and Eloika Lake.
These costs may sound high, but if each property owner contributed a
minimum of $75.00 we would have the ability to facilitate these projects,
and to continue with our stewardship of the lake, the shoreline, and our
ongoing community services. This is a very small price for preserving the
quality of our lake and your property value.
We have received donations from only about 20% of property owners.
Some of those have been very generous donors - thank you! - but we need
each of you to commit to donating annually. All donations are tax deductible.
We all benefit from the projects that our Foundation undertakes. We
would appreciate hearing from anyone who would like more information or
who would like to volunteer to be part of our Foundation. If you are experienced in writing grants, we would welcome your help. If you are new to our
lake, congratulations! You have a property at one of the cleanest lakes in
Washington. Let’s all work to keep it that way!
P.S. A Donation of $100.00+ will get you a “Friends of Diamond Lake
Washington” mug!

“South Pend Oreille
Fire and Rescue is an
organization of
community volunteers
who operate under
the Leadership of a
professional fire
chief.”

If you would like to become
involved in our local fire
district, contact our Fire
District, Station 31.

South Pend Oreille
Fire and Rescue
325272 US Hwy 2
Newport, WA 99156

http://
www.spofr.org/
Phone (509)447-5305
Fax (509)447-3121
Chief Nokes email:
chief.nokes@spofr.org
http://file.dnr.wa.gov/
publications/
rp_burn_outdoors_northea
st.pdf
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Steamboats on the Pend Oreille River
Contributed by Faith McClenney

Free Boating
Safety Classes
Sign up if you do not have
your Boater Safety Card to
avoid a $99 ticket.
Call Charlie to arrange your
class.
(typically spring/summer)

Call 509-447-2279 or call
208-610-4248

The Glory Days of the Steamboats on the Pend Oreille River is an almost
forgotten chapter of our county’s history. There were several large steamboats
and dozens of smaller boats that provided transportation for passengers, mail, and
freight. The steamboat era lasted from the late 1800s until 1910 when the Idaho
and Washington Northern Railroad reached Metaline Falls. In following years the
railroads took the transportation business away from the steamboats and they
gradually faded away.
The popular Ione Steamboat was called the “Queen of the River” or the
“Floating Palace.” It represented real elegance and class when our county was still
a wilderness. It had passenger and sight-seeing decks, staterooms, a carpeted
ladies parlor, gentlemen’s smoking area, a spacious dining room and a complete
kitchen set up to serve several hundred people for lunch and dinner. The menu
included T-bone steak, mutton, pork chops, veal cutlets, trout, vegetables, and
followed by dessert- fresh strawberry or huckleberry short cake and ice cream.
Meals cost from .50 to .75 cents. The Newport City Band provided musical entertainment.
The steamer was built by the Willamette Iron Works of Portland, Oregon in
1908. She was taken apart and shipped to Newport. The Pend Oreille River Navigation Company’s boat-building crews spent two months rearranging the structure,
erecting the upper works and installing the machinery. It had a complete electrical
system. Coal was used to fuel the two big engines. The stern-wheeled-steamer
was over 130 feet long. She was licensed to carry over 300-500 passengers, mail,
and freight. In addition to the popular Sunday Excursions, it was built to transport
several thousand workers and freight for the construction of the Idaho & Washington Northern Railroad. Total cost of the steamboat
5
was $50,000.
Sources: The Big Smoke museum publication & Newport Miner

Friends at Work

Friends of
Diamond Lake
Washington

The Foundation (FDLWF) board manages several projects that directly impact lake
activities and help maintain property values. These projects require funding, yet
only about 20% of property owners have donated this year. Please share in the
financial responsibility for the health of our lake by making an annual donation.
The following table shows the projects the Foundation is currently undertaking:

Foundation
Donations ONLINE or
MAIL to:
Friends of Diamond Lake
Washington Foundation
PO Box 889
Newport, WA 99156

***PLEASE NOTE***
The Annual Firework Show
Fund will need over $4,000
before May, 2018 for the
show to go on!

For a print copy, simply
download and print on
your home computer
from our website.

FDLWF Website:
Friendsofdiamondlake.net
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Project

Current
Balance

Amount
Spent
In 2017

Budget
for 2018

Funds
Needed

Boat launch
inspection
station

$5,640

$150

$31,000

25,360

Invasive species survey
and treatment

$2,940

$8,858

$9,000

6,060

High Water
fund

$11,138

$0

Unknown

Unknown

Fish pen fund

$5,687

$350

$350

$0

Boy Scout fund

$380

$500

$500

$120

Fire Dept. fund

$865

$750

$1,000

$135

Firework fund

$2,705

$5,000

$7,000

$4295

As can be seen, the board is taking on a large project to develop a clean boat/clean
water inspection program at the boat launch for 2018 which includes permitting,
engineering, construction, and restoring all surfaces. Keeping the lake clean and free
of any invasive species involves not only the installation of the boat inspection
program, but ongoing yearly surveys and direct treatments for milfoil and other
aquatic invasive species.
The high water fund is designated for cleaning out and maintaining the Diamond
Lake drainage ditch and beaver tube next spring. We are currently studying best
procedures to keep the ditch flowing, which will help mitigate high lake water levels.
Other expenses include funding for the Boy Scouts and local fire department,
maintaining the fish pen, and general expenses including maintaining street lights
around the lake, mailings, printing, website, taxes, Insurance premiums, and building
up a reserve fund.
Thank you for sharing in the financial responsibility for the health of our lake Projects !

301 Bayview Blvd.
By Jan Taylor
I remember that day like it was yesterday. On a crisp, sunny
Autumn day in October of 1953, the Marquardt Family. Carrol &
Opal, with daughter, 8 year old Jan, and son Randy, who was 5,
walked down what is now Bayview Boulevard to look at a cabin
that was for sale in the Boy Scout Bay.
It was a pretty basic structure—kitchen with an oil stove, living room, one bedroom and a screened in sleeping porch. Oh,
and I can’t forget the outhouse!
Little did we know what an impact that little cabin and the
beautiful lake would have on our lives and the lives of family to come.
Across the street lived Sig Nelson and his son, 5 year old Cecil. Cecil and Randy became fast friends and the two of them
found all kinds of mischief to get into! Sig built the 6 sided log cabin that still exists there today, though it is now uninhabitable, and we are still friends with Cecil to this day.
We were a typical busy family. Dad worked at Lawton Printing (68 years total) and Mom volunteered at the VA Hospital
(Gray Lady) and the Deaconess Auxiliary for 30+ years. We lived on the Northside of Spokane, but every Friday night we
packed the car and headed to the beloved cabin at Diamond Lake.
What fun we had over the years! Fishing, swimming, learning to water ski, picking huckleberries, and being a family. It
all started with the little cabin, but Dad eventually added on a bedroom and a bathroom. Our remodeling projects
included many trips to Bead Lake to the mountain of slate rock. Back in those days, it was there for the taking, unlike today.
We would load huge slabs into the trunk of our ‘53 Buick. Dad faced the entire front of the cabin, and built a covered slate
rock patio out front and a smaller one in back. It is all still intact today. Dad always said, “We got a good mix on the cement.”
He also built a lovely wood-burning fireplace with a big hood over the top of it and of course, it was faced with slate rock.
He sent a picture of it to Better Homes and Gardens magazine and it was included in one of their issues in the early 1960’s. It
seems as if Dad always had a project going.
There were some wonderful winter time activities at the cabin, including snowmobiling and ice skating. I remember one
year my Aunt and Uncle and cousins came up and we played baseball on the ice. We stayed warm by a big bonfire.
Our son Jeff and his wife Dawn have lived on the lake now for 18 years having raised their son (and our Grandson)
Austin here. Austin is an accomplished Pharmacist in Spokane now. Jeff and Dawn are now raising our granddaughter Lilly
and enjoying lake life. Lily is now 11 years old and attending school in Newport.
Our daughter Tammy lives in the Spokane Valley and has one Daughter, Sara, who is Mom to three little ones.
As time goes by and the family grows, sadly, there is also loss. Mom passed away in 2004, and Randy in 2016.
7 As we
continue to love our little cabin on the lake, many of Mom’s personal touches remain in the cabin today, and always will.
Dad is approaching his 103rd birthday and he is doing well. He resides in Newport so we can see him often.
That little cabin at Diamond Lake has been a true blessing and we will cherish the memories always.
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