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   Thanks to the perseverance of the Friends of Diamond Lake Washington Foundation,
development of facilities to accommodate a seasonal Diamond Lake host to prevent the
spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) may be underway soon.
   The Foundation (FDLWF) and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW), (which owns and manages the access site on Diamond Lake), has
coordinated with the Pend Oreille County Public Utility District and the Diamond Lake
Water and Sewer District and informed them that a use agreement has been worked out
with FDLWF that, with proper permits from the County, will allow for facility
development. WDFW is now working with the Recreation and Conservation Office (the
original grant source for funding of the site) to receive the final approval for the site
modifications.
   The proposed development will include an underground extension of power and water
lines to a single concrete Recreational Vehicle (RV) pad for use by a hired lake host,
and a 1,000-gallon underground septic tank.
   Since 2012, FDLWF (initially launched by Diamond Lake Improvement Association) 
has committed many hours to support this effort to keep the lake free of exotics like 
zebra and quagga mussels and reduce the spread of exotic vegetation like Eurasian 
milfoil and yellow flag iris. Hired lake hosts and many volunteers, trained by WDFW
specialists, have conducted AIS public education and outreach through the “Clean
Boats, Clean Waters” campaign. They have inspected more than 5,000 boats, all with
donated time and funds.
   WDFW Eastern Regional Director Steve Pozzanghera commends this volunteer effort
that has raised awareness about the impacts of exotic species and has helped to keep
Diamond Lake clean for all users. A seasonal access site host could also provide some 
onsite security and has the potential to reduce vandalism and illegal dumping; things 
that greatly assist WDFW.
   “This type of local partnership benefits the environment, the residents and users of
Diamond Lake as well as the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and is a
model that we would like to see replicated elsewhere,” Pozzanghera said, “With the
increasing potential of non-native mussels making their way into Washington, this type
of effort being led by FDLWF is something that everybody could benefit from and that
would be a valuable asset to the long term management of Diamond Lake.”
   WDFW and Friends of Diamond Lake Washington are hopeful that final approval from 
the Recreation and Conservation Office for site modifications will allow for work to be 
done in time for a 2018 on-site host.


